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Accommodation problem or policy problem?
A study about the real causes of the Egypt’s
housing problem.

Abstract
Housing is one of the most critical aspects of the development

challenges in Egypt. It is particularly related to family
formation, belated marriages, and high rate spinsterhood.
These social problems are due to in ability of the youth to own
house or even to hire them. This explants the negative
psychological impact this problem tends to have on the
younger generation especially the poor and lower income
brockets.

The housing market has undergone many turning points in
history since the sixties of the last century when governments
took control of this market. Government intervention took the
form of wrong policies and legislation in terms of rent —fixing
and reduction too many times as well as enforcing a regulation
that makes the tenanent - landlord relationship a perpetual one.
This has adversely affected the landlords, and undermined
private investment in the housing sector. Supply of residential
compartments against rent has almost disappeared as a result
housing investment changed from renting to ownership.
Although the government adopt a policy of economic
liberalization during the nineties, yet its impact on housing was
very limited. This has eventually led to the phenomenon of
apartments without residents, and residents without
apartments, and land freezing thereby aggravating the
seriousness of the problem.
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